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New Year's Greeting 

 

1st van in the Beaver  
Creek Transit fleet  

 

2010 Board Members 

w/Assignments 

 
Janet Aniol: President, 
Transportation, Trails 
 
Steve Sprinz: Vice President,  
Webmaster & News Reporter 
 
Margaret Holt: Secretary, 
Treasurer, Transportation, Trails 
 
Sharon Brooks: BCRC Rep, 
Community Vision Rep, P&Z 
 
Karin Krippene: Water, Public 
Transportation, BCAC Liaison  
 
Virginia Bartling: Water, Historian 
 
 

Information, Rollins 
Park, Community 
Projects, 
Representation 
 
Bill Merkley: Rollins Park 
Superintendent 
 
Lee Weller: Golf Committee Chair 
 
Marie Kraetz:  Membership 

 

Serving  our  members  f rom Rimrock,  Lake Montezuma and around the country.  

 

 

Happy New Year and best wishes for 2011, especially on 1/1/11!  2010 was particularly hard 

on the restaurants of Beaver Creek with two closures and another closed due to fire damage.  

But community members are working together to get our historic Ranch House Restaurant 

reopened.  It is expected that the RH Coalition will complete the contracts for the 

lease/purchase of that facility in the next week or two.  Since LMPOA is a supporter and 

charter member of that coalition, we have been asked to request a voluntary contribution of 

$50 for maintenance and beautification of the open space provided by the golf course acreage 

which is included in the lease as a stipulation of the current owners. 

 

This is in addition to the $25 annual dues for the POA which are used to maintain and 

improve Rollins Park (ADA ramp and hand rail access to the park this year), provide a 

newsletter and website, paid for striping of two new crosswalks, provide public 

representation (lobbied for and accomplished lengthening and widening of the entrance/exit 

ramps at the McGuireville Interchange-currently working on Montezuma Avenue Bridge 

safety), and make some small charitable contributions for local needs.  We have been able to 

contribute $5000 to help bring the first public transportation van (8 passenger) to the area and 

to start the Montezuma-Rimrock-McGuireville Trails Coalition from separate donations and 

bequests to the association. 

 

The voluntary $50 maintenance/beautification donation (other amounts smaller or larger are 

appreciated, too) will be used directly to clean out the culverts and irrigation system, bring 

water to Lake Montezuma, and mow and chop weeds in the golf area.  So if you can donate 

and would like to do so, you'll see the results.  Further information about the project is 

available at www.RanchHouseCoalition.com or call and request a mailed update. 

 

The January public meeting of the association includes the election of board members.  We 

have been operating with the minimum number, but would rather have the full nine directors.  

Please consider volunteering for the board or helping out as needed.  There are too few hands 

working to get projects done.    

 

In just December alone, we bagged leaves, mulched 

and reseeded the park, added to the web site, wrote 

a position paper with pictures about the   

sediment/vegetation encroachment under the bridge, 

put up a bulletin board on the west side of the 

Rimrock Mercantile Store, decorated Rollins Park 

for the holidays, planned and held the annual  

Holiday Fest and Santa Arrival in the park, picked 

up the new Beaver Creek Transit van (fondly called 

the Beaver Buggy) in Phoenix and scheduled  

volunteer drivers for practice with it.  This is in 

addition to attending lots of meetings in our spare  

time.  In January, we'll be working on the Montezuma Ave path again.  Thank you to 

Supervisor Davis and Yavapai County Public Works who had Sweetwater Dr and Lookout 

Point Rd striped to connect to the path in the future. 

 

So if you would serve on the Board, pull weeds, take care of bulletin boards, drive the 

van, make phone calls, etc.  Please let us know. 

 
       Janet Aniol, President 

       592-2839 
www.lakemontezuma.us 

www.lakemontezuma.us  
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Update from the Fire Chief 
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Arizona Water company started work on the placement of 21 additional 

hydrants and line replacement on Monday, November 22.  The line replacement 

is happening from the Wet Beaver Creek Bridge to Meadow lane and upgrades the 

pipe from 4 inch to 8 inch.  This will have the effect of increasing the amount of 

water that is available in the lower Lake Montezuma area around and in the Copper 

Canyon Academy area as well as others.  The hydrants have been plotted out on the 

water system grid in no particular order.  Two of the hydrants are being placed with 

a purpose.  The first is going to be at Cliffside and Montezuma for obvious 

commercial purpose.  The other is going to be placed on Montezuma near Creek 

Way to cover homes in that area.   

Most of the hydrants have been purposely spaced to provide a blanket of coverage 

that is as even as possible so that we may have a water source every 2000 ï 3000 ft.  

We think when the project is finished we will have accomplished this.  The plan is 

for approximately 40 ï 60 hydrants depending on current costs to be installed 

over the next 6-8 months.  The beneficiary of all of this work is the community.  It 

has all been made possible by a generous gift by former Fire Chief Everett 

(Eddie) Lodge.  Without this wonderful gift to the community none of this would 

be possible.   

In other news the Fire Station which was to have been under construction by 

now is on hold until the economy recovers a little further.   We want to build the 

facility to provide units and personnel closer to those portions of our community.  

Response times and call load are making it difficult at times along with traffic in 

the area to move around with any kind of urgency.  The station would place the 

resources 4-5 minutes closer than they now are resulting in treatment and transport 

to the hospital being a little quicker.  It will also place resources in a more proximal 

position for fires if necessary.  

     Chief Michael Van Dyke 

     Montezuma-Rimrock Fire District 
 

   

 

LMPOA Family Membership Form 
(2011 calendar year) 

 
Name(s)_____________________________        ____ $25 check per family   or 
____________________________________         ____ $75 check per family (which includes 
Mailing Address_______________________                $50 maintenance/beautification 
____________________________________        donation to put water in the Lake,   
                                          mow, clean out irrigation ditches, etc   
Phone______________________     Email____________________________________________ 
 
Iõd like to serve as a board member. ______         
Iõd like to serve on a committee. ______  
 
Please mail in your annual dues or drop off at the BC Adult Center near the LM Post Office. 

Thank you! 
 

 

The BCAC Christmas potluck 

dinner was a roaring success, 

complete with great food, raffle 

prizes and the singing of Christmas 

carols.  Our next potluck will be a 

Valentine's dinner.  The exact date 

will be forthcoming.  

 

The angel tree gifts and food 

distribution for our five families 

occurred on December 21. 

 

Please remember the annual 

meeting on Saturday, March 5. 

Plan to attend and give us your 

thoughts and ideas. A light 

luncheon will be served after the 

meeting.  

Ken Stephens, President 

BC Adult Center 
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There is one thing that all residents in Lake Montezuma and the neighboring 

communities have in common ï and that is the Bridge over Wet Beaver Creek.  

Whether weôre coming or going to work, school, shopping, medical 

appointments, airline flights or just visiting a friend or family member, the Bridge 

is the only connection to the rest of the world, and the rest of the worldôs only 

connection to the south side of Wet Beaver Creek.  Whether we consider it much 

or notice it much, it is a very vital link in all our lives. 

Think for a moment about how you would be affected if a flood 

or some other catastrophe damaged the bridge, and life, as we 

know it, came to an abrupt halt.  Many residents and visitors 

could be trapped ï either in or out of Lake Montezuma.  Believe 

it or not, just such a scenario is growing more likely every day.  

Let me briefly explain.   

 

Ever since the damaging floods of 1993 and 1995, a boulder 

bar up and downstream of the Bridge and under the Bridge has 

been growing higher and longer until at the present time it is 

between five and six feet high and well over 400 feet long.  

Mature trees and shrubs have found a home on the boulder bar, 

anchoring it and causing a vicious cycle of more rock deposition.  

There is now less than ten feet of clearance under the Bridge.  A 

possible scenario would look something like this.  First of all, we 

need a fairly large flood event.  

 

This could cause a tremendous build-up of debris on the 

bridge because a lot of it will no longer be able to go under 

the bridge.  This, in addition to the fact that the huge boulder 

bar will displace a great deal of water, could cause the flood 

waters to overtop the banks and the bridge, damaging it, 

resulting in a public safety nightmare.  You can imagine the 

rest.   

 

LMPOA has been very involved over the years in dealing with 

Yavapai County as well as other Federal Agencies on many flood 

issues.  For the past two years, your Property Ownerôs  

 

without success.  Their position is that ñFloodwaters will carry  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Association has been trying to convince the 

Yavapai County Flood Control District to 

mitigate the Bridge problem, but without 

success.  The YCFCD position is that 

ñFloodwaters will carry the boulder bar and 

mature vegetation downstreamò.  Well, in 17 

years that hasnôt happened yet, and in the 

meantime the problem only gets worse. 

 

The latest effort to convince the County of 

the seriousness of this issue is a ten page  

LMPOA Position Statement that has been 

carefully researched and written.  The 

Position Statement is accompanied by many 

pictures and exhibits as supporting 

documentation.  

 

Two weeks ago it was mailed to all three 

County Supervisors; now all we can do is wait 

and hope for a positive response.  We will keep 

you informed, because this is an issue that needs 

a lot of community support ï especially if the 

pursuit of a resolution takes us further up the 

chain to include State officials.  A copy of the 

Statement will be made available at the 

Beaver Creek Adult Center for all who wish 

to read it.  I encourage you to take a look and 
then let us know what you think. 
 

Virginia Bartling 
LMPOA  Board Member/Water Committee 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First, a special shout out to Bill Merkley and Brett Krippene.  Bill makes 

the park a place where we can enjoy gathering.  He plans the watering, fixes 

the planters, paints the benches, puts projects out to bid, and picks up the 

dog poop.  Brett hung the holiday lights and built the new bulletin board 

located at the Rimrock Mercantile. 

Every year LMPOA members plan Holiday Fest, decorate and purchase 

Santa's remembrances for the kids.  But there is no way that this event would 

happen without lots of participation from members of other organizations 

and individuals who donate their time and equipment. Thank you to Beaver 

Creek and Rimrock High School clubs, BC Adult Center, BC Baptist 

Church, Cottonwood Taco Bell, BC Kiwanis, Rask's Auto Service, 

Rimrockers Club, Willis Family Music, and a bunch of very kind 

individual volunteers. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to help get Beaver Creek Transit 

(the Beaver Buggy) a beautiful new van and to the 10 folks who have been 

driving it around the past few weeks getting in practice hours.  On January 3, 

BCT is ready for passengers.  Please call 567-4556 or 301-2749 to schedule 

a trip or become a passenger on one already scheduled. 

 

Thank You to Volunteers & Donors!!!! 

Return Service Requested 
 
Lake Montezuma POA 
PO Box 5292 

Lake Montezuma, AZ 86342 

Please don't forget to mark your calendar for the next LMPOA meeting 

to be held on Monday, January 3rd, at 5 PM in the Beaver Creek Adult Center.  This is the annual 

board elections meeting and there will be an update on the lease/purchase contract for the Ranch 

House Restaurant and golf course acreage. 
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